
Sustainable Shopping Bags 
 
We have been using shopping bags for centuries and over the years these 
have changed as our understanding of sustainability has increased. 
 
Here are 6 different versions dating from the 18th century until the present 
date.  
 
Use the cards to match the bag to a number putting them in order of most 
to least sustainable (1 - 6). Use the answer cards the reasons for this as a 
group. 

   Jute Bags - 1 

Pros - 

• Fast Growing Resource 
• Cheap To Produce 
• Natural Material 
• Bio-Degradable 
• Recyclable/Reusable 
• Durable 
 
Cons - 
• Not Waterproof 
• Not Easy To Clean 
• More Expensive Than Other        

Options 

   Wicker Basket - 2 

Pros - 

• Made From Renewable Raw          
Materials 

• Durable 
• Recyclable 
 
Cons - 
• Time Consuming To Make 
• Few Experts Left In Weaving 
• Expensive Due To                        

Craftsmanship 
• Large/Bulky 

   Bag For Life - 3 

Pros - 

• Durable/Waterproof 
• Reuseable For Years 
 
Cons - 
• Not Bio-Degradable 
• Uses Petroleum/Oil 
• Breaks Down Into Microplastics 



   Plastic Bags - 4 

Pros - 

• Less Carbon Emissions 
• Less Harmful By Products 
• Less Resources 
• Recyclable/Reusable 
• Durable/Waterproof 
 
Cons - 
• Uses Petroleum/Oil 
• Difficult To Recycle 
• Not Bio-Degradable 
• Causes Litter/Harm To                 

Environment 

   Paper Bags - 5 

Pros - 

• Easy To Recycle 
• Bio-Degradable 
 
Cons - 
• Uses 4x The Amount Of Energy To 

Produce 
• Uses Fertilizers 
• Generates Chemical Waste 
• Not Durable 
• Made From Cutting Down Trees 
• Used 43x To Be Carbon              

Neutral 

   Cotton Bags - 6 

Pros - 

• Durable 
• Used For Years 
• Natural Material 
 
Cons - 
• Used 131x To Be Carbon  Neutral 
• Uses Fertilisers & Pesticides 
• Takes 2,700litres Of Water Per Bag 
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