
How Does Solar Energy Work?  
 

The engineer seems to have muddled up all the instructions!  

Can you number each one to match the diagram of how a solar panel works? 

Unused solar energy is transported to the              
national grid 

Copper wiring inside the panel acts as a channel 
for the current 

Sunlight contains tiny particles called Photons 

The electricity passes from a breaker box to a     
power source 

When the sun’s rays hit the solar panel the                 
material inside absorbs the Photons 

The Direct Current (DC) travels out of the panel 
and into an inverter, which changes it to the            
alternating current (AC) we use 

We can then use this clean electricity to power 
electrical items at home, school or work. 

The Photons and  electrons react, darting around 
to break free and forming an electrical current 
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Unused solar energy is transported to the              
national grid 

Copper wiring inside the panel acts as a channel 
for the current 

Sunlight contains tiny particles called Photons 

The electricity passes from a breaker box to a     
power source 

When the sun’s rays hit the solar panel the                 
material inside absorbs the Photons 

The Direct Current (DC) travels out of the panel 
and into an inverter, which changes it to the            
alternating current (AC) we use 

You can then use this clean electricity to power 
your electrical items at home 

The Photons and  electrons react, darting around 
to break free and forming an electrical current 3 
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